22                        THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS

the compass are the "skaffolds55 on which appear God,
the World, the Flesh, and the Devil; God and the
World standing east and west, and the Devil and the
Flesh north and south. North-east, lying between
Deus and Belial, is a scaffold for Covetousness, who
has an important and final part to play when the battle
between the Sins and the Virtues is over. In the
centre of the circle is the "Castle of Perseverance/3
in which Mankind entrenches himself with the Virtues,
now that his repentance has led him from his evil ways;
and beneath the castle is the bed of Mankind on which,
presumably, his life begins and ends.

Within the castle Mankind is safe, the Sins cannot
harm him except he gives them power to do so, and
Humility bursts forth into song at his deliverance
from the evil powers,

Now blessed be our lady, of Heaven Empress.
Now doth Mankind from folly fall,
And is in the castle of Goodness;
He haunteth now Heaven's hall.

' In response to her song of joy comes the defiance of
the Bad. Angel, who in no way fears the Virtues, or

anything they can do, but is certain of ultimate vic-
tory.

Nay! by Belial's bright bones.

There shall he in no wise dwell,

He shall be won from holy ways,

To the World the Flesh and the Devil of Hell.

The Seven Sins, the kings three
To Mankind hath enmity;
Sharply shall they now help me,
This castle for to break.